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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The universal esteem with which this little 
piece has been received by the Public in gene- 
ral, for a series of years....the spirit of Virtue 
and Morality whichr breathes through^ almost 
every sentence.. ..its force alid conciseness..,.^ 
and the hope that it may do good, has induced* * 
the Publishers to print another edition ; aifd 
as it is now pretty generally known who waa 
the real Author, it would be an imposition on 
the gdbd sense of the Public, in the present 
day, to continue the mask of an Oriental Ori- 
ginal, under which title it was at first ushered 
into the world. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Bow down your beads unto the dust, O ye in- 
habitants of earth ! be sileot and receive, with 
reverence, instruction from on high. 

Wheresoever the sun doth shine, whereso- 
ever the wind doth blow, wheresoever there is 
an ear to hear, and a mind to conceive ; there 
let the precepts of life be made known, let the 
maxims of truth be honoured and obeyed. 

All things proceed from God. His power is 
unbounded, his wisdom is from eternity, and 
his goodness endureth for ever. 

He sitteth on his throne in the centre, and 
the breath of his mouth giveth life to the 
world. 

He toucheih the stars with his finger, and 
they run their course rejoicing. ' 

On the wings of the wind he walketh abroad, 
and performeth his will through all the re- 
rions of unlimited space. ^ 

Order, and grace, and bounty, spring from 
his hand. 



Till INTRODUCTION. 

The voice of widom speaketh in all* hi» 
works; but the human understanding com- 
prehend eth it not. 

The shadow of knowledge passeth over the 
. mind of man as a dream ; he seeth as in the 
dark ; he reasoneth, and is often deceived. 

But the wisdom «f God is as the light of 
heaven; he reasoneth not; his mind is the 
fountain of truth. 

Justice and mercy wait before his throne ; 
benevolence and • love enlighten his counte- 
nance for ever. 

Who is like jinto the Lord in glory? Who 
in power shall contend with the Almighty? 
Hath he any equal in wisdom ? Can any in 
goodness be compared unto him ? 

He it is, O man ! who hath created thee : * 
*^thy station on earth is fixed by his appoint- 
ment : the powers of thy mind are the gift of 
his goodness *: the wonders "of thy frame are 
the work of fiis hand. 

Hear then his voice, for It is gracious ; and 
he that obeyeth; shall establish his soul in 
peace. « 



PART L 



DUTIES 

THAT RELATE TO MAN, 

CONSIDERED AS AN INDIVIDUAt. 



,' 




SECT. I. 

CONSIDERATION. 

Commune with thyself, O man, and 
consider wherefore thou wast made. ■ 
' Contemplate thy powers, ihy wants, 
and thy connections; soshalt thoti dis- 
cover the duties oflife, and be directed 
io all thy ways. Proceed not.lo speak 
ur to act before thou Imst weighed tliy 



12 CONSIDERATION. 

words, and examined the tendency of 
every step thou shalt take ; so shall dis- 
grace fly far from thee, and in thy house 
shall shame be a stranger : repentance 
shall not visit thee, nor sorrow dwell 
upon thy cheek. 

The thoughtless man bridleth not his 
tongue ; he speaketh at random, and is 
entangled in the foolishness of his own 
words. 

As one that runneth in haste, and 
leapeth over a fence, may fall into a 
pit on the other side, which he doth not 
tee; so is the man that plungeth sud- 
denly into any action, before he hath 
considered the consequences thereof. 

Hearken therefore unto the voice of 

* 

Consideration ; her words are the words 
of v^isdom, and her paths shall lead 
thee to truth and safety. 




SECT. 11. 



MODESTY. 

Who art thou, O man', thai fresume^t 
on thiae own wisdom? or why dotit 
thou vaunt thyself on thine own ac- 
<jutrements? The first step towards 
being wise, is to know that thou art 
ignorant ; and if thou wouldst not be 



14 MODESTY. 

esteemed foolish in the judgment of 
others?, cast off the folly of being wise 
in thine own conceit. 

As a plain garment best adorneth a 
beautiful woman, so a decent behaviour 
is the greatest ornament of wisdom. 

, ■ 

The speech of a modest man glv^th 
lustre to truth, and the diffidence of hia 
wofds absolyeth his error. 

« 

He relieth not on his own wisdom : . 
he wejgheth the counsels of a friend, 
and i^eeiveth the benefit thereof. 

He turneth away his ear from his 
own praise, and believeth it not ; he is 
the last in discovering his own^JJUper- • 
fections. . • ^ • 

■ 

Yet, as* a veil addeth to- beauty; so 
•. * « • 

are his virtues set off by the shade which . 

his modesty castelh upo^ them. 



MODESTY. 
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But, behold the v^in man, and ob- 

serve the arrogant ; he clotheth him- 

self in rich attire, he walketh in the 

public street, he casteth routid bis eyes, 

, and courteth observation. 

He tosseth up his head and over- 

looketh the poQr ; he'treateth his in- 

•feriors with insolence, and his superiors 

in return look down on his pride and 

folly with laughter. 

Hedespiseth the judgment of jothers, 
* he relieth on his own opinion, "and is 
confounded. 

He is puffed up with the vanity of 

his imagination ; his delight is to hear 

. dndto'speak of himself all tli£ day long. 

He swalloweth with greediness his 

• • • ••■■ 

own praise, and the flatterer in return 
eateth him up. 




■ SECT. Jir. 

APPLICATION. 

Since the days thai are'past are gone 
■fur ever, and those that are to come, 
iDoynotcqine to thee, iubehoveth thee, 
O man, to employ the present time, 
without regretting the lossof that whicli 
is past, or toamuch depending on that 
which-is to come. 

c 2 



18 APPLICATION. 

This instant is thine, the next is in 
the womb of futurity, and thou knowest 
not what it may bring forth. 

Whatsoever thou resolvest to do, do 
it quickly ; defer not till the evening 
what the morning may accomplish. 

Idleness is the parent of want and of 
pain ; but the labour of virtue bringeth 
forth pleasure. 

The hand of diligence defeateth want; 
prosperity and success are the industri- 
ous man's attendants. 

Who is he that Imth acquired wealth, 
that hath risen to power,, that hath 
clothed himself with honour, that is 
spoken of in the city with praise, and 
that 3tandeth before the king in- his 
counsel ? Even Jie that hath shut out 
Idleness from his house; and hath said 
. unto Sloth; thou art mine enemy. 



iiPPLlCATION. 19 

He riseth up early, and Iteth down 
late; he exerciseth his mind with con- 
templation, and his body with action, • 
and preserveth the healtli of both. 

The slothful man is a burden to him- 
self, his hours hang heavy on his head : 
he loitereth about, and knoweth not 
what he-would do. 

His days pass away like ihe shadow 
of a cloud, and he leaveth behind him 
no mark for remembrance. 

His body is diseased for want of ex- 
ercise; he wisheth for Action, but hath 
not power to move; his mind is in 
darkness ; his thoughts are confused ; 
he longeth for knowledge, but hath no 

■ 

application. He would eat of the al- 
mond, but bat^th the trouble of break- 
ing its shell. 



J^PPLICATION. 



Hia house is in di 
are wasteful and ri 
neth on towards rui 



isorder, his servants ' 
otqua, and tie lun- 
he seeth it with 



his eyes, he hearem it wilh his ears, he 
sbaketh his head and wisheth, but hath ' 
no resolution; till ruin cometh upon 
■ him like a whirlwind, and sliame and 
' repentance descend ,with bim- to the 
grave. 





, ' EftVL.ATlON. 

If thy soul thirsteth for honour, if thy 
■ ear hath' any pleasure in the voice of 
praise, raise thysefffroni the dust where-, 
of. thou art made, and pxah thy aim to ' 
■omething tljat is praise-worthy, 
llie oak tliat now. spreadeth its 



22 EiyfULATION. 

■ 

branches towards the heavens, was 
once hut an acorn in the bowels of the 
earth. 

. Endeavour to be first in thy calling, 
whatever it be; neither let any one go 
before thee * in well-doing :* neverthe- 
less, do not envy the merits of another, • 
but improve thine own talents. 

Scorn also to depress thy compe- 
titor .by dishonest or unworthy m^- 
thods: strive to raise thyself above 
him only by. excelling him; so shall 
thy contest for superiority be crowned 
with honour,, if not with sucgess. 
. By a virtuous emulation the spirit of . 
. a man is exalted within him; he pant- 
eth after fame, and rejoiceth as a yacer 
. to run his cours^e. * ' , 

^e riseth like the palm-tree in spite 



• EMULATION. 25 

of oppressioa; and as an eagle in the 
firmament of heaven, he soareth- aloft, 
and fixeth his eye upon the glories of 
the sun. 

The examples of eminent menare in 
his visions by night; and his delight is 
to follow them all the day long. . 

He formeth great designs^ he re- 
joiceth in -the execution thereof, and 

» 

his name.g9eth forth to the ends of the 

. • * * • •* , 

world. But the heart of the e»viou8 

• 

man is'gall and bitterness ;* his tongue 
spitteth ven^m; the sudcess of bis 
neighbour breaketh his rest. 

He sitteth in his oell repining, and 
the good that happeneth to a'nother,is 
to him'^n evil. 

' Hatred apd malice feed upon his 
'heart; and there is no rest in fiim. 






. 
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EMULATION 



He endeavours to depreciate those 
that excel h.i1^ and putteth an evil ia- 
terpretation od all their doings. 

He lieth on the watch, and medi- 
tates mischief: but the detestation of 
man pursueth him, and he is crushed 
a« a spider in bis own web. 





SECT. V. 

PRtJDENCE- 

Hear the words of Piudeuce, give 
heed unto her counsels, und store them 
in thiue heart: her mnxims are uni- 
versal, and all th« virtues lean upun 
her: she is the guide and mistress of 
human hfe. 



i6 i»RtJDENC£. 

Put a bridle on thy tongue : set eL 
guard before thy lips, lest the words of 
. thine own mouth destroy thy peace. 
Let him that scofFeth at the lame, 
take. care that he halt not himself: 
whosoever speaketh of another's fail- 
ings with pleasure, shall hear of his 
. own with bitterness of heart. 

Of much speaking cometh repent- 
ance, but in silence is safety. 
A talkative man is a nuisance to so- 
' tietyj the ear is. sick of his babbling, 
the torrent of his words overwhelm- 
eth conversation. 

• Boast not of thyself, for it shall bring 

• , * ' 
contempt upon thee; neither deride 

another, for it is dangerous. 

A bitter jest is the poison of friend- 
ship; and he that cannot restrain his 
tongue, shall have trouble. 



* 



PRUDENCB. 27 

Furnish thyself with the proper ac- 
commodatioDs belonging to thy condi- 
. tion: yet spend not to the utmost of 
what thou canst afford^ that the proi- 
yidence of thy youth may he a com- 
fort to. thy old age. . 

Let thine own business engage thy 
attention; leave the care of the state 
to the governors thereof. 

Let not thy recreations be expen- 
sive^ lest the pain of purchasing them 
exceed the pleasure thou hast in their • 

enjoyment. . 

• * • • • 

• Neither let prosperity put out t^e 
eyes of circumspection', norabundance 

• • • 

cut off t^he hands of frugality ;. he that 
too much indulgeth.in the superfluities • 
of life,'^hall live to lament the want of 
its necessaries.*! 
from the experience of other9/49'. 



• -^^ 
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28 PllUDENClt. 

thou learn wisdom ; and from their 
failings correct thine own faults. 

When thou hast proved a man to be 
honest; lock him up in thine heart as a 
treasure ; regard him as a jewel of in- 
estimable price. 

Refuse the favours of a mercenary 
man ; they will be a snare unto thee; thou 
shalt never be quit of the obligation. 

Use nc/t^o-day what to-morrow may 
want; neither leave that to b^^zard 
which' foresight may provide for or 
care prevent. 

Yet expect not even froip prudence 

infallible success ; for the day know- 

* 

cth not what the night may bring forth. 
The fool is not always unfortunate,nor 
the wise man always* successful; yet 
never had ^ fool a thorough enjoyment ; 
never was a wise man .wholly unhappy. 



* 




SECT. VI, 



FOBTITUDE. 

Pekils, and misfortunes, and want, 
and pain, and injury, are more or less 
the certain lot of every man |hat Com- 
eth into the world.^ 

It behoveth iHee, therefore, O child 

of calamity ! early to fortify thy mind 

D 2 * * . 



so 



FORTITUDE. 



with courage and patience^ that thoa 
mayest support, with a becoming reso- 
lutiovf, thy allotted portion of human 
evil. 

As the camel beareth labour, and 
heat> and hunger, and thirst, through 
deserts of sand, and fainteth not ; so 
the fortitude of man shall sustain him 
through all perils. 

A man of a noble spirit disdaineth 
the malice of fortunje; his greatness of 
soul is not to*be cast down. 

He hath not suffered his happiness 
to depend on her smiles, and therefore 
with her frowns he shall not be dis- 
mayed. 

As a rock on the sea-shore, he stand- 
eth firm, and the dashing of the waves 
disturbeth him not; 



FORTlTrDE, 31 

He raiseth his head like a tower on a 
hill, and the arrows of fortune drop at 
his feet. 

In the instant of danger the courage 
of his heart sustaineth him; and the 
steadiness of his mind beareth him out. 

He meeteth th€ evils of life as a man 
that goeth forth into battle, and retiirn- 
eth with victory in his hand. 

Under the* pressure of misfortunes, 
his calmness alleviates.their weight, and 
his constancy shall sqi^^ouDt them. 

« 

But the dastardly spirit of a timor- 

■ 

ous man betrayeth hijA to shame. 

As a reed is shaken with a breath of 
air, scv.the shadow of evil maketh him 
. tremble. 

In th^ hour o£ danger he is eoi- 






32 



FORT-mCDE. 



bavnissed and confounded ; in tlie day 
of iiiiHrorttlne he sinketli, and despair 
overwhelmeth his sduI. 








SEcr. VII. 

CONTtNTMENT. 

FoBGET not, O man 1 that thy staiipn 
oneanh.is appointed by the wiscloin ■ 
of the Eternal; wlioknovfeth thy heart, 
. who seeth the vanity of all thy wishes, 
and who often, ia merqyy denieth thj 
requests. ■ _ • 



34 CQNTENTMENT. 

Yet for all reasonable desires, for all 
honest endeavours, his benevolence 
hath established, in the nature of 
things, a pro.bability of success. 

The uneasiness thou feelest, the 
misfortunes thou bewailest, behold the 
. root from whence they spring ! even 
thine own folly, thine own pride, thine 
own distempered fancy,. 
JMurmur not therefore at the dispenr 
. satiotis of God, but correct thine own 
. heart: neither say within thyself, "If 
I had wealth, or power, or leisure, I* 
should be happy ;" for know, they all 
. bring to their several possessors their 
peculiar inconveniences. 

The poor' man seeth not the vexa^ 
tibns and anxieties of the rich, he feel- 
eth not the difficulties and perplexiti^^ 






I 
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CONTENTMENT. 55 

bf power, neither knoweth he the 
weafisomeness of leisure ; and there- 
fore it is that he repineth at his own 
lot. 

But envy not the appearance of hap- 
piness in any man, for thou knowest 
not his secret griefs. • . 

To be satisfied with a little is the- 
greatest wisdom ; and he that increas- 
eth his riches, increaseth his cafes: 
"but a contented mind is a hidden 
treasure, and trouble findeth it not. , 
. Ydt if thou sufFerest not the allure 
ments of fortune to rob thee of jus 
tice, or temperance, or charity, or . 
modesty, even riches thetaselves shall 
not make thee unhappy. • 

But hence shalt thou learn, that the 
cup qjT felicity, pure and unmixed, is 

/ .. . 



m 
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CONTENTMENT. 



by no means a draught for mortal 
man. 

Virtue is the ra^e which God hath 
set him to run, and happiness the goal, 
which none can arrive at till he hath 
finished his course, and received h'u 
crown in the mansions of eternity. 





SECT. viir. 



TEMPEKANCIi. 

The nearest approach thou canst 
inube to happiness on this side the 
grave, is to enjoy from heaven under- 
standing and health. 
. l"lit-se blessings, if ihoti pcissessest, 
and wuuklst preserve to old age, avoid 



38 TEMPERANCE. 

the allurements of Voluptuousness, and 
fly from her temptations. 

When she spreadeth her delicacies 
on the board, when her wine sparkleth 
in the cup, when she smileth upon thee, 
and persuadeth thee to be joyful and 
happy; then is the hour of danger, 
then let Reason stand firmly on her 
guard. 

For if thou hearkenest unto the 
words of her adversary, thou art de- 
ceived and betrayed. 

The joy which she promiseth,chang- 
eth to madness, and her enjoyments 
lead on to diseases and death. 

Look round her board ; cast thine 
eyes upon her guests, and observe 
those who have been allured by her 
smiles, who have listened to her temp- 
tations. 



TEMPERANCE. 39 

Are they not meagre or bloated ? 
are they not sickly? are they not 
spiritless ? 

Their short hours of jollity and riot 
are followed by tedious days of pain 
and dejection. She hath debauched 
and palled their appetites, that they 
have no relish for their nicest dainties: 
her votaries are becoaie her victims ; 
the just and natural consequence which 
God hath ordained, in the constitution 
of things, for the punishment of those 
who abuse his gifts. 

But who is she that with graceful 
steps, and with a lively air, trips over 
yonder plain ? 

The rose blusheth on her cheeks, 
the sweetness of the morning breath- 
eth from her lips; joy, tempered with 
innocence and modesty, sparkleth in 



40 TEMTKRANCE. 

her eves, and from the cheerfuhiess of 
her heart she singeth as she walks. 

Her name is Heahh; she is the 
daughter of Exercise and Temperance; 
iheir sons inhabit the mountains of the 
northern regions. 

They are brave, active, and Hvely, 
and partake of all the beauties and vir* 
lues of their sister. 

Vigourstringeth their nerves,strength 
dvvelleth in their bones, and labour is 
their delight all the day long. 

The employments of their father ex- 
cite their appetites, and the repasts of 
their mother refresh them. 

To combat the passions is their de- 
light ; to conquer evil habits their glory. 

Their pleasures are moderate, and 
therefore they endure; their repose ig 
short, but sound and undisturbed. 



TEMPERANCE. 41 

• 

Their blood is pure, their minds are 
serene^ and the physician findeth not 
the way to their habitations. 

But safety dwelleth not with the sons 
of men^ neither is security found with- 
in their gates. 

Behold them exposed to new dan- 
gers from without, while a traitor 
within lurketh to betray them. 

Their health, their strength, their 
beauty and activity, have raised desire 
in the bosom of lascivious love. 

She standeth in her bower, she 
courteth their regard, she spreadeth 
her temptations. 

Her limbs are soft and delicate ; her 
attire is loose and inviting. Wanton- 
ness speaketh in her eyes, and on her 
bosom sits Temptation. She beckon- 

fi 2 



42 TEMPERANCE. 

eth them' with her finger, she wooeth 
them with her looks, and by the 
smoothness of her tongue, she endea- 
voureth to deceive. 

Ah ! fly from her allurements, stop 
thy ears to her enchanting words. If 
thou meetest the languishing of her 
eyes ; if thou hearest the softness of 
her voice; if she casteth her arms 
about thee, she bindeth thee in chains 
for ever. 

Shame followeth, and disease, and 
want, and care, and repentance. 

Enfeebled by dalliance, with luxury 
pampered, and softened by sloth, 
strength shall forsake thy limbs, and 
heahh thy constitution : thy days shall 
be few, and those inglorious; thy griefs 
shall be many, yet meet with no com- 
passion. 



PART U. 



THE PASSIONS. 




HOPE AND FEAR. 

Th e promises of hope are sweeter than 
roses ia the bud, and far more flatter- 
iog to expectation; but the threaten- 
ings of fear are a. terror to the heart. 

Nevertheless, let not hope allur*, nor 
fear deter thee from doing that which 



■"**. 



46 HOPE AND FEAR. 

is right ; so shalt thou be prepared to 
meet all events with an equal mind. 

The terrors even of death are no ter- 
rors to the good : he that committeth 
no evil hath nothing to fear. 

In all thy undertakings let a reason- 
able assurance animate thy endeavours; 
if thou despairest of success, thou shalt 
not succeed. 

Terrify not thy soul with vain fears, 
neither let thy heart sink within thee 
from the phantoms of imagination. 

From fear proceedeth misfortune; 
but he that hopeth^ helpeth himself. 

As the ostrich, when pursued, hideth 
hishead> but forgetteth his body ; so the 
fears of a coward expose him to danger* 

If thou believest a thing impossible, 
thy despondency shall make it so ; but 



UarE AND FBAE. 47 

he that persevereth, shall overcome all 
difficulues. 

A vain hope flattereth the heart of 
• fool i but he that is wise pursueih it 
not. 

In all thy desires let reason go along 
with thee, and fix not thy hopes be- 
yond the bounds of probability ; so 
shall success attend thy undertakings, 
thy heart shall not be vexed with dis- 
appointment. 





SECT. II. 



JOY AND GRIEF. 

Let not thy miith be so extravagnnt 
as to intoxicate thy miQd, nor thy sor- 
row so heavy as to depress thy heart. 
This world aBbrtleth no good so trans- 
porting, nor iiiflicteth any evil so severe, 
oi should raise thee I'ar above, or sink 
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thee much beneath the balance of mo- 
deration. 

Lp ! yonder standeth the hpuse of Jojr« 
Iti9 painted on the outside^ and looketh 
gay; thou mayest know it from the 
continual noise of mirth and exultation 
that issueth from it. 

The mistress standeth at the door^ 
and calleth aloud to all that pass by; 
she singeth and shouteth, and laugheth 
without ceasing. 

She inviteth them to go in and taste 
the pleasures of life, which she telleth 
them are nowhere to be found but be- 
neath her roof. 

But enter not thou into her gate; 
neither associate thyself with those 
who frequent her house. 

They call themselves the sons of Joy; 
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they laugh and seem delighted: but mad- 
ness and folly are in all their doings. 

They are linked with mischief hand 
in hand, and their steps lead down to 
evil. Dangers beset them round about, 
and the pit of destruction yawneth be- 
neath their feet. 

Look now on the other side, and be- 
hold, in that vale overshadowed with 
trees, and hid from the sight of men, 
the habitation of Sorrow. 

Her bosom heaveth with sighs, her 
mouth is filled with lamentation; she 
delighteth to dwell on the subject of 
human misery. 

She looketh on the common acci- 
dents of life, and weepeth ; the weak- 
ness and wickedness of man is the 
theme of her lips. 
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All nature to her teemelh with evil, 
every object she seeth is tinged with 
the gloom of her own mind, and the 
voice of complaint saddeneth her 
dwelling day and night. 

Come not near her cell ; her breath 
is contagious; she will blast the fruits, 
and wither the flowers, that adorn and 
sweeten the garden of life. 

In avoiding the house of Joy, let not 
thy feet betray thee to the borders of 
this dismal mansion ; but pursue with 
care the middle path, which shall lead 
thee by a gentle ascent to the bower of 
Tranquillity. 

With her dwelleth Peace, with her 
dwelleth Safety and Contentment, 
She is cheerful, but not gay; she is 
serious, but not grave; she vieweth 
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the joys and the sorrows of life with an 
equal and steady eye. 

From hence, as from an eminence, 
shalt thou behold the folly and the 
misery of those who, led by the gaiety 
of their hearts, take up their abode 
with the companions of Jollity and 
riotous Mirth ; or, infected with gloomi- 
ness and melancholy, spend all their 
days in complaining of the woes and 
calamities of human life. 

Thou shalt view them both with 
pity, and the error of their ways shall 
keep thy feet from straying. 
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SECT. in. 

ANGEK. 

As the whirlwind in its fury tearclli 
up trees, and deformeth ilie face of 
nature, or as an earthquake in its con-> 
vuisipns overturneth whole cities; so 
the rage of an angry man ihroweth 
miscluef around him. Danger and 
destruction wait on his hand. 
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But consider, arid fotgfet not thine 
own weakness; so shalt thou pardon ' 
the failings of others. 

Indulge not thyself in the passion of 
anger ; it is whetting a swtord to wound 
thine tiwil breast, or murder thy friend* 

If thou bfearest slight {provocations 
with patience, it shall be imputed unto 
thee for wisdom ; and if thou wipest 
them from thy remembrance, thy heart 
shall not reproach thee. 

Seest thou not that the angry man 
loseth his understanding? Whilst thou 
art yet in thy senses, let the wrath of 
another be a lesson to thyself. 

Do nothing in a passion. Why wilt 
thou put to sea in the violence of a 
storm ? 

If it be difficult to rule thine anger^ 
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it is wise to prevent it : avoid therefore 
all occasions of falling into wrath; or 
guard thyself against them whenever 
they occur. 

A fool is provoked with insolent 
speeches, but a wise man laugheth 
them to scorn. 

Harbour not revenge in thy breast, 
it will torment thy heart, and warp its 
best inclinations. 

Be always more ready to forgive 
than to return an injury: he that 
watches for an opportunity of revenge^ 
lieth in wait against himself,^ and draw- 
cth down ipischief on his own head. 

A mild answer to an angry man, 
like water cast upon the fire, abateth 
his heat ; and from an enemy he shall 
become, thy friend. 
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Consider how few things are worthy 
of anger, and thou wilt wonder that 
any but fools should be wroth. 

In folly or weakness it always be- 
ginneth ; but remember, and be well 
assured, it seldom concludeth without 
repentance. 

On the heels of folly treadeth shame; 
at the backj^f anger standeth remorse. 




A s blossoms and flowers are stiewed 
upon earth by the hnnd of spring, as 
the kindness of summer produccth in 
perfection the bounties of harvest; so 
the smiles of pity shed blessings on the 
children of misfortune. 



60 PITY. 

He who pitieth another, recommend- 
eth himself; but he who is without 
compassion, deserveth it not. 

The butcher relenteth not at the 
bleating of the iamb; neither is the 
hea^tof the cruel moved with distress. 

But the tears of the compassionate 
are sweeter than dew-drops falling from 
roses on the bosom of spring. 

Shut not thine ear therefore against 
the cries of the poor ; neither harden 
thine heart against the calamities of 
the innocent. 

When the fatherless call upon thee, 
when the widow's heart is sunk, and 
she imploreth thy assistance with tears 
of sorrow ; O pity her affliction, and 
extend thy hand to those who have 
none to help them. 
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When thou seest the naked wanderer 
of the street, shivering with cold, and 
destitute of habitation ; let bounty open 
thine heart, let the wings of charity 
shelter him from death, that thine own 
soul may live. 

Whilst the poor man groaneth on the 
bed of sickness, whilst the unfortunate 
languish in the horrors of a dungeon, or 
the hoary head of age lifts up a feeble 
eye to thee for pity; O how canst 
thou riot in superfluous enjoyments, 
regardless of their wants, unfeeling of 
their woes ! 



G 




OESIKE AND LOVE. 

Beware, young man, beware of the 
allurements of wantonness, and let not 
the harlot tempt thee to her delights. 

The madness of desire shall defeat its 
own pursuits ; from the blindness of its 
rage thou shalt rush upon destruction. 



64 DESIRE AND LOVE. 

Therefore give not up thy heart to 
her eniicements, neither suffer thy soul 
to be enslaved by her delusions. 

The fountain of health, which must 
supply the stream of pleasure, shall 
quickly be dried up, and every spring 
of joy shall be exhausted. 

In the prime of thy life old age shall 
overtake thee; thy sun shall decline in 
the morning of thy days. 

But when virtue and modesty en- 
lighten her charms, the lustre of a beau- 
tiful woman is brighter than the stars 
of iieaveu, and the influence of her 
power it is in vain to resist. 

The whiteness of her bosom trans- 
cendeth the lilv ; her smile is more 
delicious than a garden of roses. 

The innocence of her eye is like that 
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of the turtle; simplicity and truth 
dwell in her heart. 

The kisses of her mouth are sweeter 
than honey ; the perfumes of Arabia 
breathe from her lips. 

Shut not thy bosom to the tender- 
ness of love; the purity of its flame 
shall ennoble thy heart, and soften it 
to receive the fairest impressions. 
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PART III. 



WOMAN. 




G i V K ear, fair daughter of love, to the 
iDstructions of prudence, and let the 
precepts of truth sink deep in thy )ieart, 
so shall the charms of thy mind add 
lustre to the elegance of iby form ; and 
thy beauty, like the rose it resembleth, 
shall retain its sweetness when its bloom 
is withered. 
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In the spring of ihy youth, in the 
morning of thy dtiys^ when the eyes of 
men ga^ oh ihee with delight^ and 
nature t^hisperfeth in thine eal* the 
meaning 6f their looks : ah ! tilfttf with 
caution th^ir seducing words; guard 
well thy heart, nor listen to thfeit soft 
persuasioniS. 

Remember that thou art made man's 
reasonable companion, not the slave of 
his passion ; the end of thy being is 
not merely to gratify his loose desire, 
but to assist him in the toils of life, 
to soothe him with thy tenderness, and 
recompense his care with soft endear* 
ments. 

Who is she that winneth the heart 
of man, that subdueth him to love, and 
reigneth in his breast? 

Lo ! yonder she walketh in maiden 
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sweetness with innocence in her mind, 
and modesty on her cheek. 

Her hand seeketh employment, her 
foot delighteth not in gadding abroad. 

She is clothed with neatness, she is 
fed with temperance; humility and 
meekness are as a crown of glory cir- 
cling her head. 

On her tongue dwelleth music, the 
sweetness of honey floweth from her 
lips. 

Decency is in. all her words, in her 
answers are mildness and truth. 

Submission and obedience are the 
lessons of her life, and peace and hap- 
piness are her reward. 

Before her steps walketh Prudence, 
and Virtue attendeth at her right hand. 

Her eye speaketh softness and love* 
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but discretion with a sceptre sitteth oq 
her brow. 

The tongue of the licentious is dumb 
in her presence, the awe of her virtue 
keepeth them silent. 

When scandal is busy, and the fame 
of her neighbour is tossed from tongue 
to tongue, if charity and good nature 
open not her mouth, the finger of 
silence resteth on her lip. 

Her breast is the mansion of good- 
ness, and therefore she suspecteth no 
evil in others. 

Happy were the man that should 
make her his wife; happy the child 
that shall call her mother. 

She presideth in the house, and there 
is peace ; she commandeth with judge* 
ment, and is obeyed. 
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She ariseth in the morning, she con- 
siders her affairs, and appointeth to 
every one their proper business. 

The care of her family is her whole 
delight, to that alone she applieth her 
study; and elegance with frugality is 
seen in her mansions. 

The prudence of her management is 
an honour to her husband, and he hear- 
eth her praise with a secret delight. 

She informeth the minds of her chil- 
dren with wisdom: she fashioneth their 
manners from the example of her own 
goodness. 

The word of her mouth is the law 
of their youth, the motion of her eye 
commandeth their obedience. 

She speaketh, and her servants fly ; 
she pointeth,and the thing is done : for 

H 
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the law of love is in their hearts, and 
her kindness addeth wings to their feet. 

In prosperity she is not puffed up ; 
in adversity she healeth the wounds of 
fortune with patience. 

The troubles of her husband are al- 

r 

leviated by her counsels, and sweeten- 
ed by her endearments: he putteth 
his heart in her bosom, and receiveth 
comfort. 

Happy is the man that hath made 
her his wife ; happy the child that call- 
eth her mother. 



PART IV. 



CONSANGUINITY, 

OE NATURAL RELATIONS, 




SECT. 

HXJ9BAND. 

Take unto thyself a wife, and obey 
the ordinance of God ;, take unto thy- 
self a wife, and become a faithful mem- 
ber of society. 

But examine with care, and ii:: not 
suddenly. On thy present choice de- 
pends thy future happiness. 
H 2 
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If much of her time is destroyed in 
dress and adornments; if she is ena- 
moured with her own beauty, and de- 
lighteth in her own praise ; if she laugh- 
eth much, and talketh loud ; if her foot 
abideth not in her father's house, and 
her eyes with boldness rove on the faces 
of men : though her beauty were as the 
sun in the firmament of heaven, turn 
thy face from her charms, turn thy 
feet from her paths, and suffer not thy 
soul to be ensnared by the allurements 
of imagination. 

But when thou findest sensibility of 
Tieart, joined with softness of manners ; 
an accomplished mind, with a form 
agreeable to thy fancy ; take her home 
to thy house ; she is worthy to be thy 
friend, thy companion in life, the wife 
of thy bosom. 
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O cherish her as a blessing sent thee 
from heaven. Let the kindness of thy 
behaviour endear thee to her heart. 

She is the mistress o^ thy house; 
treat her therefore with respect, that 
thy servants may obey her. 

Oppose not her inclination witho\it 
cause ; sh« is the partner of thy cares, 
make her also the companion of thy 
pleasures. 

Reprove her faults with gentleness ; 
exact not her obedience with rigour. 

Trust thy secrets in her breast; her 
counsels are sincere, thou shalt not be 
deceived. 

Be faithful to her bed; for she is 
the mother of thy children. 

When pain and sickness assault her, 
let thy tenderness soothe her affliction : 
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a look from thee of pity ^nd love shall 
alleviate her grief, or mitigate her paiQ^ 
and be of more aviail than ten physi<p 
cians. 

Consider the tenderness of her sex> 
the delicacy of her frame ; and be not 
severe to her weakness, but remem 
ber thine own imperfections. 




SECT. II. 



PATHER. 

CoNSiDEB thou, who art a parent, 
the importance of thy trust: the being 
thou hast produced, it is thy duty to 
support. 
Upon thee also it may depend, whe- 
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ther the child of thy bosom shall be a 
blessing or a curse to thyself; a use- 
fiil or a worthless member to the com- 
munity. 

Prepare him early with instruction ; 
and season his mind with the maxims 
of truth. 

Watch the bent of bis inclination, 
set him right in his yovth, and let no 
evil habit gain strength with his years. 

So shall he rise like a cedar on the 
mountains ; his head shall be seen above 
the trees of the forest. 

A wicked son is a reproach to his 
father; but he that doth right is an 
honour to his grey hairs. 

The soil is thine own, let it not want 
eultivation ; the seed which thou sow- 
est, that also expect to reap.. 
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Teach him obedience^ and he shall 
bless thee; teach him modesty^ and he 
shall not be ashamed. 

Teach him gratitude^ and he shall 
receive benefits; teach him charity,, 
and he shall gain love. 

Teach him temperance, and he shall 
have health ; teach him prudence, and 
fortune shall attend him. 

Teach him justice, and he shall be 
honoured by the world ; teach him sin- 
cerity, and his own heart shall not re- 
proach him. 

Teach him diligence, and his wealth 
shall increase; teach him benevolence, 
and his mind shall be exalted. 

Teach him science, and his life shall 
be useful; teach him religion, and his 
death shall be happy. 




From the creatures of God let man 
learn wisdom, and apply to himself the 
ins true tic Q they give. 

Go to the desert, my son ; observe the 
young stork of the wilderness; let him 
speak to thy heart ; he beareth on his 
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wings his aged sire, he lodgeth him 
with safety, and supplieth him with 
food. • 

The piety of a child is sweeter than 
the incense of Persia offered to the 
sun; yea, more delicious than odours 
wafted from a field of Arabian spices 
by the western gales. 

Be grateful then to thy father, for 
he gave thee life : and to thy mother^ 
for she sustained thee. 

Hear the words of his mouth, for 
they are spoken for thy good; give 
ear to his admonition, for it proceed- 
eth from love. 

He hath watched for thy welfare, he 
hath toiled for thy ease: do honour 
therefore to his age, and let not his 
grey hairs be treated with irreverence. 
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Forget not thy helpless infancy, nor 
the frowardness of thy youth, and in- 
dulge the infirmities of thy aged pa- 
rents; assist and support them in the 
decline of life^ 

So shall their hoary heads go down 
to the grave in peace ; and thine own 
children, in reverence of thy example^ 
shall repay thy piety with filial love. 
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SECT. IV. 

BROTHERS. 

Ye are the children of one father, pro- 
vided for by his care; »nd the breasl of 
one mother hath given you suck. 

Let the hotids of aiTection, therefore, 
unite you, that peace and happiness 
may dwell in your father's house. 
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And when ye separate in the world, 
remember the relation that bindeth you 
to love and unity; and prefer not a 
stranger to your own blood. 

If thy brother is in adversity, assist 
him ; if thy sister is in trouble, forsake 
her not. 

So shall the fortunes of thy father 
contribute to the support of his whole 
race ; and his care be continued to you 
all in your love to each other. 



PART V. 



PROVIDENCE; 

OR, THE 

ACCIDENTAL DIFFERENCES IN MEN, 




SECT. I. 

WISE AND IGNORANT. 

The gifts of the understanding are the 
treasures of God ; and he appointeth to 
every one his portion, in what measure 
leemeth good unto himself. 

Hath he endued thee with wisdom ? 
bath he enlighteDed thy mind with the 
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knowledge of truth ? Communicate it 
to the ignorant, for their instruction ; 
communicate it to the wise, for thine 
own improvement. 

True wisdom is less presuming than 
folly. The fool is obstinate, and doubt- 
eth not ; he knoweth all things but hit 
own ignorance. 

The pride of emptiness is an abomi- 
nation'; and to talk much is the foolish- 
ness of folly. Nevertheless, it is the 
part of wisdom to bear impertinence 
with patience, tind to pity absurdity. 

Yet be not puffed up with thine own 
conceit, neither boast of superior un- 
derstanding ; the clearest human know- 
ledge is but blindness and folly. 

The wise man feeleth his imperfec- 
tions, and is humbled ; he laboureth in 
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▼aia for his own approbation : but the 
fool peepeth in the shallow stream oiF 
his own mind^ and is pleased with the 
pebbles which he sees at the bottom: 
he bringeth them up^ and showeth them 
as pearls; and with the applause of his 
brethren delighteth he himself. 

He boasteth attainments in things 
thaj; are of no worth ; but where it is 
a shame to be ignorant^ there he hath 
no understanding. 

Even in the paths of wisdom he toil- 
eth after folly; and shame and dis- 
appointment are the reward of his 
labour. 

But the wise man cultivates his mind 
with knowledge : the improvement of 
arts is his delight, and their utility to 
the public crowneth him with honour. 



96 



WISE AND IGNORANT. 



Nevertheless the attainment of virtue 
heaccountetb as the highest learning 
and the science of- happiness is the 
study of his life. 









RICH AND POOK. 

1 HE man'to whom Ood Iiaih given 
riches, and blessed with a mind to em- 
ploy them aright, is peculiarly favoured, 
and highly distinguished. 

He looketh on his weakli with plea- 
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sure^ because it affordeth him the means 
to do good. 

He seeketh out objects of compas- 
sion : he enquireth into their wants ; 
he relieveth with judgment^ and with- 
out ostentation. 

Heassisteth and rewardeth merit; 
he encourageth ingenuity^ and liberally 
promoteth every useful design. 

He carrieth on great works; his coun- 
try is enriched, and the labourer is em* 

« 

ployed ; he formeth new schemes, and 
the arts receive improvement. 

He considereth the superfluities of 
his table as belonging to the poor of 
his neighbourhood, and he defraudeth 
them not. 

The benevolence of his mind is not 
checked l>y his fortune ; he rejoiceth 
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therefore in riches, and his joy is 
blameless. 

But woe unto him that heapeth up 
wealth in abundance and rejoicetb 
alone in the possession thereof: 

That grindeth the face of the poor, 
and considereth not the sweat of their 
brows. 

He thriveth on oppression without 
feeling ; the ruin of his brother disturb-* 
eth him not. 

The tears of the orphan he drinketh 
as milk ; the cries of the widow are 
inusic to his ear. 

His heart is hardened with the love 
of wealth ; no grief nor distress can . 
make impression upon it. 

But the curse of iniquity pursueth 
him: be Jiyeth in coatinual fear; the 
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anxiety of his mind, and the rapacious 
desires of his own soul, take vengeance 
upon him for the calamities he has 
brought upon others. 

O what are the miseries of poverty, 
in comparison with the gnawings of 
this man's heart ! 

Let the poor man comfort himself, 
yea, rejoice; for he hath many reasons. 

He sitteth down to his morsel in 
peace ; his table is not crowded with 
flatterers and devourers. 

He is not embarrassed with a train 
of dependants, nor teased with the cla- 
mours of solicitation. 

Debarred from the dainties~of the 
rich, he escapeth also their diseases. 

The bread that he eateth, is it not 
sweet to his taste ? the witter he drink- 
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eth> is it not pleasant to his thirst? 
yea, far more delicious than the richest 
draughts of the luxurious. 

His labour preserveth his health, and 
procureth him a repose, to which the 
downy bed of sloth is a stranger. 

He limiteth his desires with humility, 
and the calm of contentment is sweeter 
to his soul than all the acquirements of 
health and grandeur. 

Let not the rich, therefore, presume 
on his riches ; nor the poor, in his po- 
verty, yield to his despondence; for 
the providence of God dispenseth bap* 
piness to them both. 
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SECT. III. 



MASTERS AND SEBVAMTS^ 

Repine not, Oman! at the state of 
servitude: it is the appointment of 
God, aad hath many advantages; it 
removeth thee from the cares and soli- 
citudes of life. 
The honour of a servant is bis fide- 
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lity ; his highest virtues are submission 
and obedienee. 

Be patient, therefore, under the re- 
proofs of thy master; and, when he 
rebuketh thee, answer not again. The 
silence of thy resignation shall not be 
forgotten. 

Be studious of his interests, be dili- 
gent in his affairs, and faithful to the 
trust which, he reposeth in thee. 

Thy time and thy labour belong unto 
him. Defraud him not, therefore, for 
he payeth thee for them. 

And thou who art a master, be just 
to thy servant, if thou expecteth from 
him fidelity; and reasonable in thy 
commands, if thou expectest a ready 
obedience. 

The spirit of a man is in hioi ; save- 
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rity and rigour may create fear, but 
can never command his love. 

Mix kindness with reproof, and rea- 
son with authority: so shall thy admo- 
nitions take place in his heart, and his 
duty shall become his pleasure. 

He shall serve thee faithfully, from 
the motive of gratitude ; he shall obey 
thee cheerfully, from the principle of 
love : and fail not thou, in return, to 
give his diligence and fidelity their 
proper reward. 




SECT. IV. 

MAGISTRATES AND SUBJECTS. 

O THOU, favourite of heaven, wbooi 
the so;is of int:D, thy equals, have agreed 
to rais^ to sovereign power, and set as 
a ruler over theinselves ; coosider the 
ends and importance of their trust, far 
more than the diguity and hdght of 
thy station. 
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Thou art clothed ia purple, and seat- 
ed on a throne ; the crown of majesty 
investeth thy temples; the sceptre of 
power is placed in thy hand : but not 
for thyself were these ensigns given ; 
not meant for thine own, but the good 
of thy kingdom. 

The glory of a king is the welfare of 
his people; his power and dominion 
rest on the hearts of his subjects. 

The mind of a great prince is exalted 
with the grandeur of his situation: he 
revolveth high things, and searchethfor 
business worthy of his power. 

He calleth together the wise men of 
his kingdom, he consulteth amongst 
them with freedom, and heareth the 
opinions of them all. 

He looketh among his peopl^ with 
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discernment; he discovereth the abili- 
ties of men ^ and employeth them ac- 
cording to their merits. 

His magistrates are just, his minis* 
ters are wise, and the favourite of his 
bosom deceiveth him not. 

He smileth on the arts, and they 
flourish ; the sciences improve beneath 
the culture of his hand. 

With the learned and ingenious he 
delighteth himself; he kindleth in their 
breasts emulation, and the glory of his 
kingdom is exalted by their labours. 

The spirit of the merchant, who ex- 
tendeth his commerce; the skill of the 
farmer, who enricheih his lands; the 
ingenuity of the artist, the improve- 
ment of the scholar; all these he bo- 

L 
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noureth witli his favour, or rewardeth 
with his bounty. 

He planteth new colonies, he build- 
eth strong ships, he openeth rivers for 
convenience, he formeth harbours for 
safety; his people abound in riches, and 
the strength of his kingdom increaseth. 

He frameth his statutes with equity 
and wisdom; his subjects enjoy the 
fruits of their labour in security ; and 
their happiness consists in the obser* 
vance of the law. 

He founded his judgments on the 
principles of mercy ; but in the punish- 
ment of offenders he is strict and im* 
partial. 

His ears are open to the complaints 
of his subjects; he restraineth the hand 
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of their oppressors, and deli vereth them 
from their tyranny. 

His people therefore look up to him 
as a father, with reverence and love : 
they consider him as the guardian of 
all they enjoy. 

Their affection unto him begetteth 
in his breast a love of the public ; the 
security of their happiness is the ob- 
ject of his care. 

No murmurs against him arise in 
their hearts: the machinations of his 
enemies endanger not his state. 

His subjects are faithful, and firm 
in his cause ; they stand in his defence 
as a wall of brass ; the army of a ty- 
rant flieth before them as chaff before 
the wind. 



1J£ MAGISTRATES AND SUBJECTS. 

Security and peace bless the dwell- 
ings of his people ; glory and strength 
encircle his throne for ever. 



PART VI, 



THE SOCIAL DUTIES. 
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SECT. I. 



BENEVOLENCfi. 
When thou considerest thy wants, 
when thou beholdest thy imperfections, 
acknowledge his goodness, O sod of 
humanity! who honoured thee with 
reason, endued thee with speech, and 
placed thee in society, to receive and 
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confer reciprocal helps and mutual ob- 
ligations. 

Thy food, thy clothing, thy conve- 
nience of habitation ; thy protection 
from the injuries, thy enjoyments of 
the comforts and the pleasures of life : 
all these thou owest to the assistance 
of others, and couldst not enjoy but in 
the bands of society. 

It is thy duty therefore to be a friend 
to mankind, as it is thy interest that 
man should be friendly to thee. 

As the rose breatheth sweetness from 
its own nature, so the heart of a bene- 
volent man produceth good works. 

He enjoyeth the ease and tranquillity 
of his own breast, and rejoiceth in the 
happiness and prosperity of his neigh- 
bour. 
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He openeth not his ear unto slander : 
the faults and the failings of men give 
a pain to his heart. 

His desire is to do good, and he 
searcheth out the occasions thereof; 
in removing the oppressions of another 
he relieveth himself. 

from the vlargeness of his mind, he 
comprehendeth in his wishes the hap- 
piness of all men ; and, from the gene- 
rosity of his heart, he endeavoureth to 
promote it. 




SECT. II. 



JUSTICE. 

The peace of society dependeth on 
justice; the happiness of individuali, 
on the safe enjoyment of all their pos- 
sessions. 
Keep the desires of thy heart, there- 
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fore, within the boucrds of moderation : 
let the hand of justice lead them 
aright. 

Cast not an evil eye on the goods pf 
thy neighbour ; let whatever is his pro- 
perty be sacred from thy touch. 

Let no temptation allure thee, oqr 
any provocation excite thee, to lift up 
thy hand to the hazard of his life. 

Defame him not in his character; 
bear no false witness against him. 

Corrupt not his servant to cheat or 
forsake him ; and the wife of his bo- 
som, O tempt not to sin. 

It will be a grief to his heart, which 
thou canst not relieve; an injury to 
his life, which no reparation can atone 
for. 

In thy dealings with men, be impar- 
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tial and just; and do unto them as thou 
wouldst they should do unto thee. 

Be faithful to thy trust, and deceive 
not the man who relieth upon thee; be 
assured it is less evil in the sight of God 
to steal, than to betray. 

Oppress not the poor, and defraud 
not of his hire the labouring man. 

When thou sellest for gain, hear 
the whisperings of conscience, and be 
satisfied with moderation ; nor from 
the ignorance of the buyer make any 
advantage. 

Pay the debts which thou owest, for 
he who gave thee credit, relied upon 
thine honour ; and to withhold from 
him his due, is both mean and unjust. 

Finally, O son of society ! examine 
thy heart, call remembrance to thy aid ; 

M 
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and if in any of these things thoii 
findest thou hast transgressed, take 
sorrow and shame to thyself, and make 
speedy reparation to the utmost of thy 
power. 




SECT. in. 

CHARITY. 

Happy is the maa who hath sown in 
his breast the seeds of beoevolence ; 
the produce thereof shall be charity 
mad love. 

From the fountain of his heart shall 
rise rivers of goodness J andthestreams 
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shall overflow for the benefit of man- 
kind. 

He assisteth the poor in their troabk; 
he riejoiceth in furthering the pros^- 
rity of all men. ; 

He censureth not his neighbour, he 
believeth not the tales of envy and ma- 
levolence, neither repeateth he their 
slanders. 

He forgiveth the injuries of men, he 
wipeth them from his remembrance ; 
revenge and malice have no place in 
his heart. 

For evil he returneth not evil; he 
bateth not even his enemies, but re- 
quiteth their injustice with friendly 
admonition. 

The griefs and anxieties of men ex- 
cite his compassion ; he endeavoureth 
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to alleviate the weight of their misfor- 
tunesy and the pleasure of success re- 
wardeth his labour. 

He calmeth the fury, he healeth the 
quarrels of angry men, and preventeth 
the mischiefs of strife and animosity. 

He promoteth in his neighbourhood 
peace and good-will, and his name is 
repeated with praise and benedictions. 
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SECT. IV. 

GBATITUDE. 

As the branches of a tree return their 
sap to the root from whence it arose; 
as a river potireth his streams to the sea, 
where bis spring was sopplied; so the 
lieart of a gratcfal maa deligbtetW in 
retumiug a benefit received. 
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He acknowledgeth his obligations 
with cheerfulness; he looketh on his 
benefactor with love and esteem. 

And if to return it be not in his 
power, he nourishelh the memory of it 
in his breast with kindness, he forget- 
teth it not all the days of his life. 

The hand of the generous man islike 
the clouds of heaven, which drop upon 
the earth, fruits, herbage, and flowers : 
but the heart of the ungrateful is like a 
desert of sand, which swalloweth, with 
greediness, the showers that fall, and 
burieth them in its bosom, and pro- 
duce th nothing. 

Envy not thy benefactor, neither 
strive to conceal the benefit he hath 
conferred ; for though the act of gene- 
rosity commandeth admiration ; yet the 
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humility of gratitude toucheth the 
hearty and is amiable in the sight 
both of God and man. 

But receive not a favour from the 
hands of the proud : to the selfish and 
avaricious have no obligation : the va- 
nity of pride shall expose thee to shame, 
the greediness of avarice shall never be 
satisfied. 




SECT. V. 



SINCERITY. 

O THOU nho art eaamoured with the 
beauties of Truth, and hast fixed thj 
heart on the simplicity of her charms, 
hold fast thy fidelity unto her, and foi^ 
take her not ; the constaacy of thy vir- 
tue shall crovvQ thee with honour. 
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The tongue of the sincere is rooted 
in his heart: hypocrisy and deceit have 
no place in his words. 

He blusheth at falsehood; and is 
confounded: but; in speaking the 
truth; he hath a steady eye. 

He supporteth as a man the dignity 
of his character; to the arts of hypo- 
crisy he scorneth to stoop. 

He is consistent with himself ; he is 
never embarrassed; he hath courage 
enough for truth, but to lie he is afraid. 

He is far above the meanness of dis- 
simulation; the words of his mouth are 
the thoughts of his heart. 

Yet with prudence and caution he 
openeth his lips ; he studieth what is 
right, and speaketh with discretion. 

He adviseth with friendship; he re- 
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proveth with freedom : and whatsoever 
he promiseth shall surely be performed. 

But the heart of the hypocrite is hid 
in his breast: he masketh his words in 
the semblance of truths while the busi- 
ness of his life is only to deceive. 

He laugheth in sorrow, he weepeth 
in joy; and the words of his mouth 
have no interpretation. 

He worketh in the dark as a mole, 
and fancieth he is safe; but he blunder- 
eth into light, and is betrayed and ex- 
posed, with his dirt on his head. 

He passeth his days with perpetual 
constraint ; his tongue and his heart are 
'for ever at variance. 

He laboureth for the character of u 
righteous man ; and he huggeth himself 
in the thoughts of his cunning. 

N 
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O fool; fool ! the pains which thou 
takest to hide what thou art, are more 
than would make thee what thou 
wouldst seem ; and the children of wis- 
dom shall mock at thy cunning, whea^ 
in the midst of security, thy disguise is 
stripped off, and the finger of derision 
shall point thee to scorn. 



PART vn. 



^^LlGlOn, 




There i9butoDeGod,theautIior,the 
creator, the governor of the world, al- 
mighty, eternal,and incomprehensible. 
1'hesun is notGod,though his noblest 
image. He enhveneih the world with 
his brightness, his warmth giveth life to 
the products of the eartli; admire him 
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as the creatare^ the instrument of God; 
but worship him not. 

To the One who is supresie^ most 
wise and beneficent, and to him alone 
belong worship, adoraticm,' tfaanksgi?- 
ingy and praise. 

Who hath stretched forth tbe hearens 
with his hand^who hath described with 
his fingers the courses of the stars. 

Who setteth bounds to tbe ocean, 
that it cannot pass ; and saith unto the 
stormy winds, Be still. 

Who shaketh the earth, and the na- 
tions tremble; who darteth his light- 
nings, and the wicked are dismayed. 

Who calleth forth worlds by the word 
of his mouth: who smheth with his 
arm, and they sink into nothing. 

" O reverence the Majesity of the 
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Omnipotent; and tempt not his anger, 
lest thou be destroyed !" 

The providence of God is over all his 
works; he ruleth and direcleth with 
infinite wisdom. 

He hath instituted laws for the go- 
vernment of the world ; he hath wonder- 
fully varied them in his beings; and each, 
by his nature, conformeih to his will. 

In the depths of his mind he revolv- 
eth all knowledge; the secrets of futu- 
rity lie open before him. 

The thoughts of thy heart are naked 
to his view ; he knoweth thy determi- 
nations before they are made. 

With respect to his prescience, there is 
nothing contingent; with respect to his 
providence, there is nothingaccidental. 

Wonderful he is in all highways; his 
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counsels are inscrutable; the manner 
of his knowledge transcendeth thy con- 
ception. 

" Pay therefore to his wisdom all ho- 
nour and veneration; and bow down 
thyself in humble and submissive obe- 
dience to his supreme, direction." 

The Lord is gracious and beneficent ; 
he hath created the world in mercy and 
love. 

His goodness is conspicuous in all 
his works ; he is the fountain of excel- 
lence, the centre of perfection. 

The creatures of his hand declare his 
goodness, and all their enjoyments 
speak his praise; he clotheth them 
with beauty, he supporteth them with 
food, he preserveth them with pleasure 
from generation to generation. 



• • 
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If we lift up our eyes to the heavens, 
his glory shineth forth ; if we cast them 
down upon the earthy it is full' of his 
goodness ; the hills and the valleys re» 
joice and sing; fields^ rivers^ and woods 
resound his praise. 

But thee^ Oman, he hath distinguish- 
ed with peculiar favour ; and exalted thy 
station above all creatures. 

He hath endued thee with reason^ to 
maintain thy dominion ; he hath fitted 
thee with language, to improve by so- 
ciety ; and exalted thy mind with the 
powers of meditation to contemplate 
and adore his inimitable perfections. 

And in the laws he hath ordained^ as 
the rule of thy life, so kindly hath he suit* 
ed thy duty to thy nature^ that obedience 
to his precepts is happiness to thyself. 
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*^ O praise his goodness with songs 
of thanksgiving, and meditate, in si- 
lence, on the wonders of his love ; let 
thy heart overflow with gratitude and 
acknowledgment ; let the language of 
thy lips speak praise and adoration; 
let the actions of thy life show thy love 
to his law.'* 

The Lord is just and righteous, and 
will judge the earth with equity and 
truth. 

Hath he established his laws in 
goodness and mercy, and shall he not 
punish the transgressors thereof? 

O think not, bold man ! because thy 
punishment is delayed, that the arm of 
the Lord is weakened ; neither flatter 
thyself with hopes that he winketh at 
thy doings, 
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His eye pierceth the secrets of every 
heart, and he remembereth them for 
ever; he respecteth not the persons or 
the stations of men. 

The high and the low, the rich and 
the poor, the wise and the ignorant, 
when the soul hath shaken off the cum- 
brous shackles of this mortal life, shall 
equally receive from the sentence of 
God a just and everlasting retribution, 
according to their works. 

Then shall the wicked tremble and 
be afraid ; but the heart of the righte- 
ous shall rejoice in his judgments. 

" O fear the Lord, therefore, all the 
days of thy life, and walk in the paths 
which he hath opened before thee. Let 
prudence admonish thee, let tempe- 
rance restrain, let justice guide thy 
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hand, benevolence warm thy hearty and 
gratitude to heaven inspire thee with 
devotion. These shall give thee hap- 
piness in thy present state^ and bring 
thee to the mansions of eternal felicity, 
in the paradise of God." 

This is the true Economy of Hu- 
man Life. 
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